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Here We Go!  

Welcome to a special edition of Woody’s World!  Who 

knew that this year’s theme of Dig in and Discover would 

take on this whole new meaning?  That’s what we will 

do, dig in, stay in, and discover not only new ways of 

teaching kids, but also new ways of interacting and 

staying connected to each other! We miss our kids so much but are comforted 

knowing that they are home and safe! When I wrote my March message, I 

mentioned the old adage about “in like a lamb, out like a lion”.  Who could know 

that my last message would so sadly be true?  I’m afraid that March left us as a 

very ferocious lion and certainly left us all feeling unsure and somewhat anxious.   

I can’t imagine how difficult it has been to try to manage your home, your jobs, 

keep your kids healthy and on top of it, maintain some level of learning for your 

school-aged kids.  I’m in awe of you and feel 

that each of you are silent heroes as we combat 

the spread of this virus.  Thank you!  

So what’s next for school at Crofton 

Woods?  Here is what I know so far.  I’m sure 

you will have more questions, and that is to be 

expected.  I am hoping that many of them will be 

answered as we begin e-learning on the 14th!  If 

not, we will answer them as we go.  Please 

continue to be patient with us as we are literally 

flying this plane as we build it! Our teachers are 

very excited to get started and are working hard 

to prepare!  

Here is what I anticipate the next few weeks will bring: 

• This week (March 30- April 3)  Our teachers are closing up Marking Period 3, 

finishing report cards, participating in professional development on how to use 

Google Classroom, Google Meet and Google Voice, participating in online 

faculty meetings, and setting up their Google Classrooms. 

 What can you do this week?  Familiarize yourself with how Google 

Classrooms work (your kids may be able to help you  ) and Google 

Meets.  Know how to help your children log in and interact with their teachers 

on those platforms. There is also another week of optional learning activities 

posted in case you are searching for things your kids can do.  

https://www.aacps.org/Page/4238


 APRIL 
 

 

 

 

April 3 

End of 3rd Marking 

Period 

 

April 6 

eLearning Begins  

https://

www.aacps.org/

elearning  

Beginning of  

4th marking period 

 

April 9-13 

Spring Break 

 

 

Assuming we are 

back in school: 
 

April 28 

School Closed - 

Primary Elections 

 

April 30 

Class Pictures 
 

 

 

 

March 8th 

 

 
 

 

• The Week of April 6-9: Classroom teachers will begin to contact you and their students 

through Google Classroom, Google Meet and Google Voice if they have not already 

done so. They need to make sure that all of their students are accounted for. This is not 

the beginning of e-learning.  They may post some practice learning opportunities but e-

learning will not start yet.  Teachers will post their schedules which will include “Learning 

Time” and “Office Hours” in Google Classroom by the end of the week.  Note that all 

teachers may not have identified the same hours, and that’s ok.  They are able to 

choose the schedule that fits best with their own families as we have many with young 

children at home too.  *You will not need to have your child’s schedule overlap with the 

teacher’s. That is an important point. (more on that below).  

 What can you do this week?  Make sure your contact information is correct so the 

teachers can easily find your child.  Do some trial runs with accessing the teachers and 

the cultural arts teachers’ Google Classrooms.  Establish your own family schedule so 

everyone can interact with the e-learning opportunities and begin getting into a 

routine.  Routines at home will be the key to helping this endeavor be successful!  

• Spring Break will still be April 9-13 

• Week of April 14-17: Teachers begin “Learning Time” and “Office Hours”. Learning 

Time may include “live” or “recorded” instruction and they are required to use the county 

e-learning curriculum.  *It’s important to know that there will NOT be an expectation for 

all students to log in at that designated Learning Time.  We know that some families are 

trying to have both adults engaged in work, some families are living with other family 

members, other families may be sharing one device.   Any live teaching will be recorded 

so students can access the Learning Time at whatever time is most convenient for your 

family.  During Learning Time, teachers will post assignments and monitor what students 

are doing. Teachers can also meet with small groups during this time but are restricted 

to small groups of students at a time and classroom teachers cannot meet with students 

individually on Google Meets.  There will be a mandatory break in the middle of the day 

so our teachers can eat and assist their own families and children. Then, during Office 

Hours our teachers will be able to grade any assignments, provide feedback to students, 

plan for the next lessons and answer emails. The e-learning day will end at 4 pm and 

teachers will not be expected to interact with students or parents after that time each 

day.  

 What can you do this week?  Help your kids get onto each teacher’s Google 

Classroom pages, assist them with the first few lessons, communicate with the teachers 

to let them know how things are going.  Most of all, be patient with your kids, our 

teachers and yourselves as we all adjust to this uncomfortable new normal!  

We know that there will be many bumps in the road and many issues to address.  We have 

to expect that and know that it will take a great deal of grace as everyone adjusts.  We ask 

that you give yourselves, your kids, and the Crofton Woods staff time to work things 

out.  We also have to look for the silver linings and know that we are blessed to be in an 

era where we have the technology to do what would have been impossible not too long 

ago.  Most importantly, as long as we are keeping ourselves, our community, the state and 

the country from suffering even more, we are doing a good job!   

I speak for our entire staff when I say that we thank you and appreciate your partnership in 

working through these next few weeks, and maybe more.  There is no place I’d rather be 

than virtually going through this difficult time with the Crofton Wood Community! We can do 

anything TOGETHER! Stay SAFE! 

         Principal Birus 
 

https://www.aacps.org/elearning
https://www.aacps.org/elearning
https://www.aacps.org/elearning


 

 

Anxious? We all are! Given the current situation with COVID-19, I thought this may be a 
good time to address anxiety. Anxiety is a very common mental health concern for both 

kids and adults. As we talk about anxiety, it’s important to remember three things. First, we need to remember that 
anxiety is completely normal and everyone will experience it at one time or another. The second thing we need to 
remember is that while anxiety is an uncomfortable feeling, it is not dangerous. Lastly, it’s important to remember that 
anxiety is not always a bad thing. Sometimes feeling anxious just means that we really care about things like doing well 
on a test or winning a championship game. Anxiety only becomes a problem when it interferes with daily activities or 
impacts ones overall  

The good news is that everyone can learn coping strategies to handle situations that may make us feel anxious. Here 
are some strategies you can start implementing at home today: 

 Name Your Anxiety: Talk about your feelings and concerns. 

 Practice Healthy Habits: Eat well, exercise and get plenty of rest. 

 Calm Breathing: Try lazy 8 breathing or square breathing. Trace the shape with your finger, breath in deeply 
for the count of 3 (or 5), hold for the same count, exhale for the same count and hold. Repeat until you feel 
calm. 

 Body Relaxation: Tense and relax each muscle group in your body for 4 seconds starting with your toes and 
ending with the muscles in your face. 

 Count to 10: Breath in and out slowly as you count from 1-10. 

 Read: Choose a book you’ll enjoy to help relax your mind and “escape” from the situation that is causing 
anxiety. 

 Yoga: Do 3 of your favorite stretches or yoga poses. 

 Color, draw or listen to music: It’s a good distraction and gets your mind off the uncomfortable situation. 

 Take a Mental vacation: Close your eyes and imagine yourself at your happy place where there is no worry or 
stress. 

 Positive Self-Talk: Choose to say positive things to or about yourself. Some examples - I am safe and healthy. I 
can choose to be happy. I don’t have to be perfect as long as I try my best. 

 Re-frame Negative Thoughts: Identify the worrisome thought and reframe it when the thought reoccurs. 
Example: My worry is saying… But the truth is…. 

 Recognizing Worries: Start a worry journal. Each time you have a worry or feel anxious, write about it. Identify 
worries that we can control and worries we can not control. 

 Change Negative Thoughts: Thoughts aren’t always true. Write down negative thoughts on one side of the 
paper, then rewrite what is actually true on the other. 

 Attitude of Gratitude: Name 5 things you are grateful for. 

We hope these strategies help! Remember we will get through this. We hope your loved ones are healthy and safe! 

Counselor’s Corner    

Mrs. Angie Martin, ammartin2@aacps.org  

We miss our 

Woodchucks So 

MUCH!!!! 



 

POSTPONED 
UNTIL 

FURTHER 
NOTICE 

Children must be five years old by September 1 to enroll in 

kindergarten.  

Registration Information 

MAY 
 

May 4 

PTA meeting 7pm 

 

May 7 

Gr. 2 - Field Trip 

 

May 7 & 8 

Gr. 5 - Field Trip 

 

May 12 

Gr. 4 - Field Trip 

 

May 13 

Gr. 2 - Field Trip 

 

May 18 & 19 

Kindergarten Conferences 

 

May 19 

Gr. 1 - Field Trip 

 

May 20 

Gr. 5 -  Field Trip 

 

May 21 

Gr. 4 - Field Trip 

 

May 25 

School Closed - Memorial Day  

 

May 28 

Chorus Concert 7pm 

  

All dates will be adjusted for 

the remainder of the year 

when AACPS updates the 

school calendar. 

 
AACPS Calendar  

 

VIEW ADDITIONAL 

INFORMATION HERE  

 

 

https://www.aacps.org/Page/1116
https://www.aacps.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=10775&dataid=27782&FileName=1920calendar.pdf
https://www.aacps.org/Page/8479
https://www.aacps.org/Page/8479
https://www.aacps.org/Page/8479


 

 

         JUNE 
 

June 1 

PTA meeting 7pm 

  

June 2 

Strings Concert 

 

June 4 

Band Concert 

 

June 15 & 16 

2 hr. Early Dismissal 

 

June 16 

Last day for students 

 

 

 

Anne Arundel County Public Schools will serve free meals to children ages 2 to 18 at 60 sites 
across the county from Monday through Friday between now and April 24. Children will receive 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner in a single pickup. Adults may not pick up meals for children.   View 

http://www.aacps.org/mealpickup


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

T H I S B E L O N G S T O : 
 

( Y O U R N A M E H E R E ) 

               C W E S P T A I S D O I N G A N O N G O I N G F U N D R A I S E R T H R O U G H               

M A B E L ’ S L A B E L S . 

E V E R Y P U R C H A S E T H A T I S M A D E T H R O U G H O U R P A G E W I L L            

E A R N U S 2 0 % B A C K !  

O R D E R S  H A V E  T O  G O  T H R O U G H  T H I S L I N K :                                                                                                                                                                                                          

H T T P : / / C A M P A I G N S . M A B E L S L A B E L S . C O M / 

A N D F I N D C R O F T O N W O O D S E L E M E N T A R Y P T A 

 

 

 

 

Help us solve the Lost and Found problem.   

If your child's belongings have their name on it we will get 

it back to them. 

https://mabelslabels.com/en_US/fundraising/support/


http://yearbooks.classic-photo.com/MD612017/home3/Bookstore.jsp


1. Get the Box Tops for Education app.  

2. Look for the Box Tops logo on participating products. 

3. Snap a photo of your receipt using the Scan button from the 

app within 14 days of purchase. 

 

Box Tops earnings are identified and automatically credited to 

Crofton Woods PTA. 

 

Traditional Box Tops clips are being phased out of production but 

may continue to be found on many products throughout the store 

as packages transition to the new Box Tops labels. You can still 

clip these and send them to school. Please make sure each clip has a valid expiration date. For 

ease of counting, please send all Box Tops in Ziploc bags.  


